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HOW TO USE A PASSWORD MANAGER AND VIRTUAL CARDS FOR ZERO-RISK HOLIDAY SHOPPING!

Have you ever been concerned about
your credit card or personal data

getting stolen while shopping online?

You're not alone. Each holiday
season, as millions of shoppers flock
online for convenience, hackers
ramp up their activity. The Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) has
warned that scammers often create
fake shopping websites or phishing
emails to steal consumers' money
and personal information, especially
during the holidays. If you're

planning to shop this holiday season,

now is the perfect time to boost your
online security. Two simple tools,
password managers and virtual
cards, can make a big difference. But
how exactly?

Why People Prefer Password
Managers and Virtual Cards for
Online Shopping

Shopping online is quick, easy, and
often cheaper than going to physical
stores. However, it is fraught with
security risks. Many people now use

password managers and virtual cards

to make transactions safer.

A password manager generates and
stores complex, unique passwords
for all accounts. The Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Securlty Agency
(CISA) recommends using password
managers to reduce password reuse
and protect sensitive data from
hackers.
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Virtual cards also add an extra layer
of protection when shopping online.
Although the card num]éers are
linked to your real credit or debit
card account, the merchant never
sees your card details, which helps
prevent identity theft and financial
fraud.

Tips for Using Password
Managers and Virtual Cards for
Zero-Risk Holiday Shopping
Before you start adding items to
your cart, your money's safety
comes first. Here are innovative
ways to use these tools to improve
online security during the holidays.

¢ Choose a Reputable
Password Manager
Select a trusted provider with
strong encryption and a solid
reputation.

¢ Choose a Strong Master
Password

Your master password protects all
your other passwords and should
be the most secure.

¢ Generate Virtual Cards
This way, if one store is
compromised, only that temporary
card is affected; your main account
stays safe.

¢ Track Expiration Dates and

Spending Limits

Virtual cards often expire after a set
period or after a single purchase.
Set spending limits as well, as this
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helps with budgeting and prevents
unauthorized charges.
Shop Only on Secure Websites

Be sure to purchase only from
websites you are familiar with.

Common Mistakes to Avoid for
Safer Online Shopping

Even with the best security tools,
simple mistakes can put your data at
risk. Here are some common pitfalls
to watch out for when shopping:

¢ Reusing Passwords

One hacked password can put all
your accounts at risk.
e Using Public Wi-Fi for
Shopping
Hackers can easily monitor public
Wi-Fi networks, making them
unsafe for any online activity.

¢ Ignoring Security Alerts

If your bank, password manager,
or virtual caré) provider alerts you
to suspicious activity, act
immediately. Follow their
instructions to protect your data.

¢ Saving Card Details in Your
Browser

If hackers access your browser,
they can compromise your saved
cards.

Need help improving your
cybersecurity before the holiday
rush? We can help you protect
your data with more innovative,
easy-to-use security solutions.
Contact us today to get started.
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= A LUME CUBE EDGE LIGHT 2.0, . ¢

Elevate your workspace w1th the Lume Cube Edge Light 2.0. This sleek, clamp—
on LED desk lamp features edge-lit technology for soft, flicker-free hghtlng,
270° rotation, USB-C charging ports, and adjustable brightness and color
temperature, making it perfect for work or video calls.

Whether you're tweaking a design, snapping the perfect photo, or jumping on a
video call to pitch your idea, the Edge 2.0 is the go-to desk lamp for getting
things done in style.
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Have you ever thought about
how many potential customers

leave your site because of
accessibility issues? A UK
survey found that 69% of

disabled internet users leave

inaccessible websites. For small

and medium businesses, this is

a significant missed

opportunity. This guide will
show you simple, actionable

steps to make your website and

documents welcoming to
everyone.

Visual accessibility is often
overlooked. Millions have
visual impairments. Text

its background, with a contrast
ratio of at least 4.5:1. Use free
tools like WebAIM's Contrast
Checker for verification. When
creating and sharing a PDF,

ensure it is'tafgged with
structured information

(headings, paragraphs, tables)
for screen readers. Add alt text to
images and provide a logical

reading order. A simple
accessil }hty test can ensure
readability.

Use plain language, avoiding
complex sentences or jargon.

Break writing into short

paragraphs with explanatory
subheadings. Sans-serif fonts like
Arial or Verdana are easier to
should clearly stand out against read on screen; choose at least 14

points for body text
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and avoid

all caps or italics. For deaf
visitors, offer captionsor
transcripts for video and audio.

For users with limited mobility, Building an accessible

ensure gour website is fully
le with only a keyboard.
Avoid features requiring fine

accessi

motor control.

For SMBs, accessibility is a wise
investment in reputation and
customer relationships. It also
protects against legal risks, as
accessibility standards like the
Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) apply to many websites.
Beauty and accessibility can
coexist with intentional design

choices.

website isn't just about
compliance; it's about
creating a digital
experience that welcomes
every potential customer.
Accessibility directly
affects your bottom line.

With a few intentional
choices, any organization
can create an online
experience where every
visitor feels seen,
supported, and able to
engage.

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our sponsors, partners, and community, PCS was proud to present a check for $19,237.37 at
New Hope Children's Advocacy Center's November board meeting! Every dollar raised directly supports New Hope's mission to
provide healing, safety, and essential services to children and families across East Tennessee. This impact is real, immediate, and

deeply meaningful — and it's all possible because of supporters like you.

Here's to an unforgettable 2025 tournament and to making Tee Up for Hope 2026 even bigger and better. Thank you for standing
with New Hope and us. ©
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TECHNOLOGY TRIVIA TIME!

Each month you have a
chance to win a $25 Amazon
Gift Card by being the first
person to email us with the
answer to our Tech Trivia
Question of the Month! See
there are perks for actually
reading this thing :) The
question this month is:
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What does the “G” in “5G”
stand for?

The first person to email me at
bschreiber@pcsknox.com with the
correct answer gets a $25 Amazon Gift
Card!



